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.L.eaders of Orange County’s Lao-
community met Wednesday to
discuss growing concern over what
‘they believe was excessive use of
/force by a police offices-in connec-
tion with the shooting and subse-
i quent death of a 52-year-old refu-
gee who was threatening the
officer with a knife.

‘Worried that the language barri-
er and a possible lack of under-
standing of Laotian traditions on
the part of the police officer may
have contributed to the death of
Linthong Panyanak, a Laotian ref-
ugee, community leaders decided
{they would seek a imeeting with
| Santa Ana Police Chief Ray Davis,
a spokesman said Wednesday.

Cultural Gap Cited

| "We want to know is there any
| other way to handle these incidents
{in a smoother way besides killing
| someone,” Cheu Thao, executive
|director of the Santa Ana-based
Lao Family Community Inc., said
after a nearly two-hour conference
with more than a half-dozen com-
munity leaders and representatives
of the county’s Human Relations
Commission.

Thao said the commuhbity lead-
ers, who represent the approxi-
mately 5,000 Laotian refugees in
Orange County, would like to
bridge what they see as a eultural
gap between the local Lactians and
the police,

(“But'what we really want to hear
from them is the truth of this
- incjdent, how this incident really
+ happened,” Thao said. “‘Was shoot-
! ing ‘the only way to handle this
i incident?;Was there any other way
| to posgibly handle this incident so
| that theyicould save the life of the

Qiiestion Man’s Shooting, Deat
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The police officers could have %icked the knife out

of his hand if they wanted to arrest him.’

—Thongkiene Panyanak, victim's wife
5

vietim, and also protect the other
people?”

“In our country, people are afraid
of the police,” Thao said. “We are
told not to be afraid of the police
officer in this country because they
are our friends. :

“Most of the refugees don'tﬁi%;_;?
derstand how the government offi- *
cials protect people if they onl kill.
them right away, not just éatch.
them and arrest them,” said i

who was a high school teachis
French and social studies in;
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Thao said word of last Friday
mght’s" shooting of Panyanak, a
former army captain in Laos, and
howf1 it ‘happened has rippled
through the Laotian community.

Many of the accounts, though
admittedly second-, third- or even
fourth-hand, have left residents-in
the southeastern Santa Ana neigh-
borhood of Laotians, Cambodians
and Latinos mistrustful and angry,
he said.

Shot Four Times

Panyanak died Friday night af-
ter he was shot four times in the
upper torso by Patrolman James
Bland, 28, who has been on the
Santa Ana police force for four
years.

Panyanak, who neighbors said
was very drunk after an adopted
son’s birthday party, ran down a
staircase toward the officer, mak-
ing stabbing motions in the air with
a 18-inch kitchen knife as about
100 neighbors looked on, investiga-
tors and eyewitnesses have said.

Police Department investigators
said earlier this week that a pre-
liminary investigation of the shoot-
ing indicates that Bland had no
choice but to fire his .45-caliber
gun when Panyemak kept charging
at him with knife in hand despite
orders to drop the weapon.

But Thao and Panyanak's Or-
‘ange County sponsor, Somboun
Silavong, say it was unreasonableﬂ
for a police officer to assumq ‘that

&nyanak understood the orders’
livered in English. Besides, they
pontend, there are other ways to
ubdue a drunken man, even one
} 1ed with a knife.
| “They could have used tear gaa
¥ dn’tneedtoshootthegun ii

:Th_ao; said. “The guy was very
small; the officer is a big guy. It's
Ljust;like a father to a very sma]l
son*-You;ustgrabhlm” L ™

"A \ lawyer for Panyanak's mdow,,
;Thonghene accused the pohcg

fepartment of conducting a

whitewash” investigation.

' “This is designed to exonerate
heir own people, to justify their
ngdoing,” said Santa Ana at-
rney Spencer Alter. “We do not
feel it was in any way necessary to
-gun ‘the man down. And frankly,
|we are outraged that the Santa Ana
rpollce continue to use excessive
‘and unnecessary force in the han-
.dhng of relatively minor fmmly or'
'HElgthI‘hOOd disturbances.”

E‘“Alt? . ﬂso ridiculed polg:__ilﬁg-_[

‘Police are not supposed to shoot (at someone) nght

away. They are supposed to fire a warning shot . g 5 .-"
—Vlneng Phongmerath tluown with her son, Manoput, 3!

—Boin Nanthavondouangsy, n




Ibased on the coroner’s imifal!
y results, that the biillets!
hqgn t resulted in fatal wounds to |
ak, but that the man inktead |
may ave died of a brain hetner-
'rhage He said some witnesses:
seeing the second officer
to respond strike Panyanak with a
baton on the back of the head, a
blow that could have caused the
extensive internal bleeding found
during the autopsy.

7 Police said witnesses told them R
‘that’ tgg. second officer struck Pan-
.yanak mth the baton on the shoql ]
def, not the head, after Panyfanak |

1

fwas t four times, and tha
was still charging toward
_l_h't_xdr_at the time.

Ty g his own review iau-
ts and an investigation
of the shooting, Alter said he
iplanned to file a wrongful death
suit against the City of Santa Ana
- on Mrs. Panyanak’s behalf.

At the dead man's apartment
Tuesday, many neighbors and
friends had gathered in front of a
multicolored crepe paper tree fes-
tooned with bags to collect money
for a burial service. They had come:
to give solace to Thongkiene Pany-
anak, the 47-year-old widow.

Some said they had seen tHe
violent outburst that prompted
neighbors to call the police; others’
said they huddled behind their own
apartment doors. Although few
actually saw the shooting, n
everyone felt that the police officer
overreacted.

“Police are not supposed to shoot
drunk people,” said neighbor Boin
Nanthavondouangsy. “He had a
knife. He didn’t have a gun. He’s
|just a small guy. There were two
pohcemen I think they could take
him easy.”
| Vineng Phengmerath, 29, wi:o__
said her husband was a policeman’
in Laos, said many neighbors were.
now frightened of the police, ahd.
thld be afraid to call for help the
nest time there is a problem. '-‘ :

-hcmng the pohcy she - said
hu,sband followed in Laos, Pheng-
merath said through an interpreter,
“Police are not supposed to sh'&;t
rlght away. They are supposed{o
fire & warning shot first.” wE

H

MyMe ht;rt
th{a policeman—he was so drunk,”
Thongkiene Panyanak said angrily,
her brown eyes flashing as she
puffed deeply on a cigarette, .

She admitted he was angry and
had been yelling and screaming
that night when he returned from
his adopted son's birthday party at
a nearby apartment building. She
had a large bruise on her upper left
arm she said she received in a fall
after her husband pushed her.

She said she fled with her three
children Friday night because she
was afraid he would “beat her.”

.ﬁ:e‘sald he had yelled at her-for
to take better care of the
house and for staying too loqg. at
the ‘héspital, where she had gone
hhgr Friday to take their youn
geat child. :
" 'Névertheless, she said, P
!anakawas not-a violent man.
|l officers, she said, could [ %13'
‘eagily “kicked the knife out of thig

‘We want to know is there any other way to
these incidents . . . bes:das kzllmg someone.’

Pohce Invesugator Jose H J
said’ earlier that the aim "of ¥
department’s internal investigation
into the shooting was to determine
whether the officer’s life or anyone
else’s life was, in fact, in danger
when the shots were fired.

In this case, Garcia said, the
answer is “absolutely, yes."”

“He (Bland) called for. backup
right away. He took every precau-
kion, he got the crowd behind him,
he told the suspect to drop the,
W n. And before he fired, he
poin ed the weapon to show hh ‘was!
smous .-’

#Its(theshooung) wag just jne
tabfe, It doesn’t look like there &
ing else he (Bland) feouk
have done. The officer used éx-
ely good judgment.” s




