0th to a Valuable Panel

lHuman Relatlons Commlssmn Has Done Well and Deserves Suppor{

In'the 20 years since the
Orange County Human Rela-
tions ‘Commission was estab-

lished, the county ' has
changed from a nearly all-
white suburban enclave to a
multicultural ‘urban center.
The ' commission has trled to
confront ‘and ant1c1pate the
immense proplems of melding
adiverse: and growmg popula-
tion, with commendable suc-
cess. As it looks toward its
third decade, the commission
should 'build ‘on those : accom-
plishments | and look to see
Thow it ‘can_expand its influ-
ce.. 'For its part, the Board of
Eﬁ visors should protect the
Cf mrnission_’s budget in ‘these
figeally  distressing times. to
show its strong commitment
“to helpmg ‘county - residents
Jive in harmony.
gcéhm:ssmn is a child ‘of
the 1960s,” when anti-war
demonstrations sparked -na-
11@,3! ‘unrest  over 'many is-
j.hcludmg racial diserimi-
Ii n, -employment. and
h"us héi ?n‘ %ra%i%, aunty,
the commission's. first agenda
was 10 deal with h hlising and

pohce relations problems. In
recenF years, as immigration
has changed the face of the

county, it has developed many

notéworthy programs to fos-

. ter understanding between

ethnic groups.

Tt tobk many -years for: the
comm1ss10n to become firmly
estabhshed and for its motives
{o0'be accepted as constructive,
especially by the law enforce-
ment community. ‘For that,
much of the credit can go to
Rusty Kennedy, who has ably

for: 10 years. For the last

several years, a police chief

has sat-as a commissioner, and
one of the panel’s most inno-
vative 'projects has been the

production of three police-
‘training*videos. These have

not orily sensitized local police
deparl;ments to ‘Latino and
Vietnamese communities and
disabled persons, but have
been widely used throughout
California. The beating . of

Rodney King by police in Los -

Angeles shows the importance
of such efforts. If somethlng
like that should ‘happen in

Orange County, the commis«
sion is in a position to work
with the community to ‘"hélp.
alleviate racial tension. Thal's.
significant.

Now the commission is so'
much_ a part-of the community
that some say its wide accept- |
ance 'is its ‘greatest flaw. ‘A |
former commissioner worried |
that it ‘has become so ‘Estab- |
lishment that it is afraid to
rock the boat. Other people
fear the commission has got-
ten out of touch with 'the
community, a charge that ~
Kennedy  denies.. Of greater
concern is’ that the commis-
sion occasionally 'pulls its
punches when it comes to
important health -or: housing
issues that might nettlé the:
Board of Supervisors.

Kennedy is the first to: admﬂ;_
the Human : Relations  Com-.
mission cannot be all thmg’s to
all people. But it has shown it
can do many important th ings,
not the least of which is to
provide Orange County withia'

- moral t:ompass durmg IE@IEP:

ing times.: {1ts20th anniversary:
is an odcasion to celebrate,



