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MARCH 3, 2020 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

Online or by mail – October 20, 2020. 
Starting October 21, 2020, voters can “conditionally”
register and vote at their county elections office after the
15-day voter registration deadline.
For more information: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections.

Voter Registration Deadline: February 18, 2020
The presidential primary in California is a “modified closed
primary system”, meaning that voters must be registered
members of the party holding the primary to vote in the
primary. Unaffiliated voters can vote for a party’s candidates in
a primary election if authorized by that party’s rules. Voters
have until 15 days before the primary election to change their
party affiliation by re-registering to vote.

NOVEMBER 3, 2020 GENERAL ELECTION
Voter Registration Deadlines & Important Dates

When You Can Vote

Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Pacific Time on
Election Day. 

If you are in line when the polls close, you will still be
able to vote. 
Some counties offer early voting at a few locations
before Election Day.  

Voters should contact their county elections office to see if
they offer early voting.  

Election Day:



County contact information can be found by
visiting the Secretary of State’s website:
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-
resources/county-elections-offices/

A voter can determine his or her proper polling place by checking
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/pollingplace/
A voter can also determine his or her polling place by calling                                                                                                         
(800) 345-VOTE (8683) or by texting Vote to GOVOTE (468683).
A voter’s polling place location will also be printed on the Sample Ballot he or                                                                        
she receives from the local county elections official prior to an election.

How to Find Your Polling Place:

Where You Can Vote

Register to Vote

Registration Deadlines: Californians can register to vote after the general

How to Check Your Registration: Use http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/registration-status/ 
Registration Eligibility: To register to vote, you MUST be:

 A United States citizen;
A resident of California;
18 years of age or older on Election Day;
Not found by a court to be mentally incompetent;
Not currently imprisoned or on parole for a felony conviction. (If you have a felony conviction, your
right to vote is automatically restored once you have completed parole. However, you must re-register
to vote before the registration deadline.)

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE!!!

voter registration deadline (February 17), including on Election Day! Voters in
California can complete registrations after February 17 by visiting either their
county elections office or a designated satellite location to register and vote
conditionally. Voters who complete this process will be verified by the county and
then have their ballots processed once verified.

HOW DO I REGISTER?
Online
Individuals may register to vote online  https://registertovote.ca.gov/ in California.  The Online Voter
Registration 
Form asks for your California driver’s license or California identification card number, the last four digits of
your 
social security number, and your date of birth.  If you do not have a California driver’s license or California
identification card, you may still register to vote through the Online Form by completing the form by 11:59 p.m.
Pacific Time on the 15 th  calendar day before an election (February 17, 2020).

In Person
You may find a voter registration application at any county elections office or DMV office.  Voter registration
applications are also available at most post offices,government offices and public libraries.  If you register at the
DMV       or other location, retain proof of your voter registration application in case your application is not
properly transmitted to the Secretary of State.

By Mail
Voter registration forms are also available by mail.  Applicants may call the California Secretary of State’s Office
at (800) 345-VOTE to receive a voter registration form. Applicants may also contact their county elections office 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/county-elections-offices/ to receive a voter registration
form.  Mail-in applications must be postmarked 15 days prior to the election to be eligible.



By Voter Registration Drive
Some groups conduct voter registration drives.  If you sign up during a voter registration drive, the organizers
of the voter registration drive must turn the registration forms into the county elections office by the
registration deadline or they must mail or drop them off at the county office within three days, whichever
comes first.  If you have filled out a voter registration form at a voter registration drive, be sure to check with
your county elections office to ensure that elections officials have received and processed your registration
form.  If the registration deadline is close, you should turn in the registration form in person to the county
elections office, or you should mail it yourself.
If you registered to vote, but election officials do not find your registration on file, you may be able to use a
procedure called “conditional voter registration,” and vote by provisional ballot while county elections
officials determine your eligibility.  If you are not entered into the voter rolls, you have the option to file a
lawsuit in superior court to compel election officials to register you.

WHAT DO I NEED TO REGISTER?

Passport
Employee identification card
Identification card provided by commercial establishment
Credit or debit card
Military identification card
Student identification card
Health club identification card
Insurance plan identification card
Public housing identification card

Identification Required for Registration:
The Voter Registration Form asks for your California driver’s license or California identification card number
or the last four digits of your Social Security number.  If you do not have a driver’s license, California
identification card or Social Security card, you may still register to vote.  You may leave the space requesting
this information blank, and an elections official may contact you for more information regarding your
eligibility to vote.  You may be required to provide proof of identification or residence the first time that you
vote.  Driver’s license or identification card of any state

Voting Early & by Absentee Ballot

Apply in writing to your county election official so that the elections office receives the application at
least 7 days before Election Day.
Complete the vote-by-mail ballot application.  This application should be included with your sample
ballot, which your county elections official will mail to you prior to each election.  Again, send this
application so that it will arrive atthe county elections office at least 7 days before Election Day.

If You Want to Vote Early
You may vote at your county elections office 1–29 days out before an election.  Some counties permit voting
in person at the county elections office through and including Election Day.  A county may have other
locations available for early voting.  You may check online for these locations or contact your
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/county-elections-offices/ county elections office.

If You Want to Vote Absentee
Any registered voter may vote by absentee ballot (known as “vote-by-mail”). If you apply by mail, your
application to receive an absentee ballot must be received by your county elections office at least 7 days
before Election Day. To apply for your vote-by-mail ballot you can do one of the following:



Depending on where you live, your county elections office may allow you to request a vote-by-mail ballot
online or by telephone.
Request a vote-by-mail ballot in person at your county elections office.

Registered by mail or online;
Did not provide your driver’s license number, state identification number or last four digits of you social
security number on your registration form; and
It is your first time voting on a federal election in this county.

If you become ill or disabled after the deadline or find that you will be unable to go to your polling place on
Election Day, you may request a vote-by-mail ballot in person at your county elections office.  You may also
send someone age 16 or up to your county elections office with a written request.  That person may pick up
your ballot and return
it to the election’s office, if that person signs an affidavit stating, among other things, that he or she has your
authority to pick up your ballot for you.  Check with your county elections office for your options.

Turning in your Absentee (Vote-by-mail) ballot
You may return your vote-by-mail ballot by returning it in person to your county election official or to any
polling place in your county by 8 p.m. on Election Day.  If you mail your vote-by-mail ballot, it must be
postmarked by 8 p.m. on Election Day, and be received at the county elections office within 3 days after the
election.

Identification Requirements to Cast a Ballot
Most voters will not need to provide identification or proof of residency when they vote. Usually, the ONLY
time a voter in California is required to show any type of document before voting is if you:

In that instance, you may be asked for one of over 30 acceptable forms of identification or proof of residency,
such as a driver’s license, utility bill or a check from the government.  If you are voting for the first time and
voting by mail, you should include a copy of this identification or proof of residency with your ballot.  This
does NOT have to be a photo ID.  If you do not have any of these documents to prove your identity or proof of
residency, you can vote by provisional ballot, which will be counted if the signature on your ballot matches the
signature on your registration form.  Be sure
to ask an election official the deadline for providing your identification to the county elections office.

If You Have Moved Within Your State Moving within the Same County
If you moved within the same county since you last registered to vote, you may still vote at the new polling place, or the
county elections office, but you will have to vote by provisional ballot.  You may be required to provide proof of
identification.  If you move within the same precinct within 14 days of the election, it is legal to vote at your former
polling place by regular ballot.

Moving Between Counties
If you moved within 14 days before the election, you can vote by regular ballot at your old polling place only.
If you moved more than 14 days before the election and you did not re-register to vote in the voter’s new county, you
may not vote a regular ballot in the election but may cast a conditional ballot.

If You Are in the Military or Are an Overseas Voter Registering and Requesting an Absentee Ballot
Military and overseas citizens can use the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), also known as Standard Form 76, to
register to vote and to request an absentee ballot.  Military and overseas citizens can register to vote by fax or mail, or
can register to vote online using the California Secretary of State’s webpage.  
Visit the Federal Voting Assistance Program’s (FVAP) California-specific 
FPCA page for details on using the FPCA.

Receiving an Absentee Ballot
Military and overseas citizens can receive voting materials by fax, email, or 
postal service.  
If you wish to use the fax or email options, you must indicate this on your FPCA.  
Instructions for doing so are found on the FVAP’s California-
specific FPCA page.

Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot
Military-Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting: Absent uniformed service 
members (and their eligible dependents) and U.S. citizens living outside 
of the United States may request an absentee ballot under the Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA).  The voter can get 
step-by-step assistance and forms at http://www.fvap.gov/.



If You Have a Felony Conviction
If you have a felony conviction you can vote, unless

you 
are currently imprisoned in state or federal prison, 

currently imprisoned in county jail or other 
correctional facility serving a state felony prison or 
parole violation sentence, or currently on parole.  

Your 
rights will be automatically restored, but you must 
re-register to vote before the registration deadline.

For details, see the Secretary of State’s webpage, 
Voting Rights for Californians with Criminal 

Convictions or Detained in Jail or Prison.
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"One of the penalties for
refusing to participate in
politics is that you end up

being governed by your
inferiors."

-Plato
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